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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of) 
inventions in this international application, as follows: 

1. Claims: 1-13 (partially) 

Compounds of examples 15 and 21 containing a drug and nitro 
group linked by a linker derived from 1,4-butanediol , their 
uses in the preparation of medicaments and compositions and 
pharmaceutical formulations containing them. 



2. Claims: 1-13 (partially) 

Compounds of examples 9 and 10 containing a drug and nitro 
group linked by a linker derived from 6-hydroxyhexanoic 
acid, their uses in the preparation of medicaments and 
compositions and pharmaceutical formulations containing them. 



3. Claims: 1-13 (partially) 

Compounds of examples 1-4,7,8,11,13,17 and 21 containing a 
drug and nitro group linked by a linker derived from 
4-hydroxybutyri c acid, their uses in the preparation of 
medicaments and compositions and pharmaceutical formulations 
containing them. 



4. Claims: 1-13 (partially) 

Compounds of examples 5,14,16 and 19 containing a drug and 
nitro group linked by a linker derived from 
N-methyldiethanol amine, their uses in the preparation of 
medicaments and compositions and pharmaceutical formulations 
containing them. 



5. Claims: 1-13 (partially) 

Compounds of examples 6 and 18 containing a drug and nitro 
group linked by a linker derived from di ethyl eneglycol , 
their uses in the preparation of medicaments and 
compositions and pharmaceutical formulations containing them. 



6. Claims: 1-13 (partially) 

Compounds of example 12 containing a drug and nitro group 
linked by a linker derived from thi odi ethyl eneglycol , their 
uses in the preparation of medicaments and compositions and 
pharmaceutical formulations containing them. 
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Claims Nos.: 1-6,11-13 (not searched in part), 7-10 (not searched) 



Present claims 1-13 relate to an extremely large number ,of possible 
compounds. Support within the meaning of Article 6 PCT and/or disclosure 
within the meaning of Article 5 PCT is to be found, however, for only a 
very small proportion of the compounds claimed. In the present case, the 
claims so lack support, and the application so lacks disclosure, that a 
meaningful search over the whole of the claimed scope is impossible. 

Furthermore, present claims 1-13 relate to compounds defined by reference 
to a desirable characteristic or property, namely that their precursors 
attain a certain level of anti -oxidative activity evidenced according 
test 4A and test 5 (which are elucidated in claim 1) and at least a 
certain level of at least one of (a) gastrointestinal damage, (b) 
apoptosis or (c) hepatic damage and/or gastric damage and/or 
cardiovascular damage evidenced according to tests 1 to 3 (also 
elucidated in claim 1). Since the combination these properties 
(pharmacological activity and lower toxicity) is in fact the problem to 
be solved by the compounds of the present application (see page 5, line 
36 - page 6, line 10 of the description), this means that the claimed 
compounds are defined in terms of their being a solution to this problem. 

The claims cover all compounds having this characteristic or property, 
whereas the application provides support within the meaning of Article 6 
PCT and/or disclosure within the meaning of Article 5 PCT for only a very 
limited number of such compounds. In the present case, the claims so 
lack support, and the application so lacks disclosure, that a meaningful 
search over the whole of the claimed scope is impossible. Independent of 
the above reasoning, the claims also lack clarity (Article 6 PCT). An 
attempt is made to define the compound by reference to a result to be 
achieved. Again, this lack of clarity in the present case is such as to 
render a meaningful search over the whole of the claimed scope 
impossible. Consequently, the search has been carried out for those 
parts of the claims which appear to be clear, supported and disclosed, 
namely those parts relating to the compounds prepared in examples 1-21 > 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of 
claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no international 
search report has been established need not be the subject of an 
international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant 
is advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International 
Preliminary Examining Authority is normally not to carry out a 
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is 
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following 
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure. 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



international Application No 

PCT/EP 00/07225 



Patent document 




Publication 




Patent family 




Publication 


ritnH in cnnTY*h rprwirt 

UUftJ 111 OOCUlsll ICJJVI I 




date 




momhor/c\ 

IllOlilUOl^Sy 




Ha to 


US 5597847 


A 


28-01-1997 


IT 


1256345 


B 


01-12-1995 






DE 


69305322 


Dl 


14-11-1996 






DE 


69305322 


T2 


20-02-1997 






EP 


0609415 


Al 


10-08-1994 






GR 


3021404 


T3 


31-01-1997 






HK 


1006967 


Al 


26-03-1999 






JP 


7500355 


T 


12-01-1995 

A m W A A ^ ^ v 






KR 


269727 


Bl 


16-10-2000 






RU 


2109009 


CI 


20-04-1998 






AT 


143941 


j 


15-10-1996 






CA 


2120942 


Al 

r\ x 


03-03-1994 






DK 


609415 


T3 


18-11-1996 






MO 


9404484 


Al 


07-07-1 004 






ES 


2093979 


T3 




IIS 5861426 


A 


19-01-1999 


tt 

X 1 


1269735 


B 


1 5— 04— 1QQ7 








IT 


1274609 


B 


1ft-07— 1QQ7 

lO U/ 12727/ 






AU 


702662 


B2 


?^-o?— 1QQQ 

LO U4 127727 






AU 
nu 


2215695 A 


9Q-1 1 — 1 QQE 
C27 11— 12779 






BR 


9507634 A 


97— OQ— 1QQ7 

LO U2f 12727/ 






DP 


69512232 


Dl 


91—1 0—1 QQQ 
£1 1U 1272727 






OF 


69512232 


T2 


9d— 09— 9000 








759899 


T3 


90—1 9.1 QQQ 

LU U" 1272727 






FP 


0759899 Al 


0^-07—1007 
UO UO 12727 / 






ftp 

UFA 


3032078 T3 


71—07—9000 






.IP 

ur 


9512798 T 


99—1 9—1 QQ7 

iC 12757/ 






pi 1 

I\U 


2145595 


CI 


90— 09— 9nno 

4U Ut tUUU 






Ox. 


759899 


Tl 


71 —1 9—1 QQQ 
Jl 1C 1272727 






AT 
n 1 


168986 


T 


1 G-Oft— 1QQA 
10 UO 127270 






AT 

n 1 


184589 


T 


1 C— 1 0—1000 

lO 1U 1272727 






AU 


678063 


B2 


1 5-0*%— 1QQ7 

13 UO 12727/ 






AU 


7809294 


A 


01-05-1005 






BR 


9407749 


A 


1 ?-0?-1QQ7 






CA 


2173582 


Al 


13-04-1005 „ 






CA 


2190087 


Al 


16-11-1005 






DE 


69412109 


Dl 


03-09-1008 






DE 


69412109 T2 


21-01-1999 






DK 


722434 T3 


16-11-1998 

X w AX 






WO 


9509831 


Al 


13-04-1995 






WO 


9530641 


Al 


16-11-1995 

XV AA A ^ sJ 






EP 


0722434 Al. 


24-07-1996 






ES 


2120070 T3 


16-10-1998 






ES 


2139199 T3 


01-02-2000 






HU 


74446 A2 


30-12-1996 






HU 


75961 


A2 


28-05-1997 






JP 


9503214 


T 


31-03-1997 






RU 


2136653 


CI 


10-09-1999 






SI 


722434 


Tl 


31-12-1998 






US 


5700947 


A 


23-12-1997 






US 


5780495 A 


14-07-1998 





Form PCT/ISA/210 (patent family annex) [July 1992) 



